
Printing:
Your printer might not print the
same way our printers do, so 
make sure to try a couple of 
test prints. If things aren’t
aligning quite right, experiment
with the Scale to Fit Paper
setting. It’s located in the Print
dialog – just click Full Page
Slides to get to it.

And did you notice we made
fold marks for you? They are
really light, but if you don’t like
them showing on your
brochure, click View, Slide
Master, and delete them
before you print.

Customizing the
Content:
If you need more placeholders
for titles, subtitles or body text,
just make a copy of what you 
need and drag it into place.
PowerPoint’s Smart Guides will 
help you align it with everything
else.
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The phone rings. You hear the 

words, “Fauquier County Public 

Schools are closed today,” and 

you just don’t get it. 

Trying to make sense of it all? 

Look inside for answers to 

Frequently Asked Questions 

about school closings and delays. 

Shape of County 
Shapes Decisions 

With student and staff safety as the top 
priority, decisions are made based on 
conditions across our entire 60 mile long 
county. Sometimes conditions are safe on one 
end of the county, but not on the other. One 
end of the county may have minimal snow, 
while the other has icy conditions. Despite this 
disparity, decisions regarding school closures 
affect all of Fauquier County. Why? See inside. 
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Frequently Asked 
Questions about  
School  Closings  

What is the process for deciding if 

school  will  be  closed?   A  team  of  

CPS  transportation  department  

mployees  is out  driving the  roads at  3  

.m.  whenever  a  winter  weather  event  

ccurs;  they report  road  conditions to  the  

irector  of  transportation.  Also,  staff  

hecks updated  forecasts  from  the  

ational Weather  Service  and  contacts 

e  Fauquier  County Sheriff’s Office  and  

e  local office  of  the  Virginia  

epartment  of  Transportation  to  obtain  

formation  about  road  closures, 

ooding,  accidents and  other  pertinent  

ata.  The  superintendent  receives the  

formation  from  the   

  

 

hen  is  the  decision  made?  The  

uperintendent  makes a  decision  as early  

s possible  and  practical.  When  possible,  

articularly  when  it  is clear  that  weather  

nd  road  conditions will  not  improve,  he  

akes the  decision  the  night  before.  If  he  

elieves a  better  decision  can  be  made  in  

e  morning,  hinging on  changing 

onditions,  he  exercises that  option,  

aking every effort  to  decide  by 6 a.m.  
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Once  announced,  can  a decision  

hange?  Yes.  If  conditions worsen,  it  

ay be  necessary to  change  an  

nnounced  decision;  delays may be  

engthened  or  changed  to  cancellations.  

arents are  encouraged  to  “stay tuned”  

or  the  possibility of  a  change.  

hy  is  school  cancelled if  there  is  

o  snow?  Sometimes  severe  weather  is 

orecast  to  occur  in  Fauquier  between  6 

nd  8  a.m.,  when  school  buses are  getting 

n  the  road.  Depending on  the  forecast,  

hich is being closely  monitored  by 

chool administration,  occasionally the  

uperintendent  decides to  cancel school 

efore  the  storm’s impact.  It  is safer  to  

eep  students home  as the  county faces 

he  threat  of  significant  ice  or  snow 

ccumulation  and  the  possibility of  

azardous  road  conditions than  to  bring 

tudents to  school and  then  send  them  

ome  during a  major  weather  event.  It  is 

  difficult  call  to  make.  

f road conditions  aren’t as  bad in  

ne  end of  the  county,  why  can’t 

tudents  in  that part of  the  county  

o  to  school?  While  consideration  has 

een  given  to  this idea,  several issues 

ake  it  an  untenable  option,  such as  

quitable  instruction  for  all  students 

hroughout  the  county,  shared  resources  

nd  employee  contracts.  
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Options for  Delayed 
Openings:   1  hour,  
2 hours or  3 hours  

What options  does  FCPS  use  for  

elayed openings?  The  superinten-

ent  may choose  a  one,  two  or  three   

our  delay.  He  will  attempt  to  use  

hichever  option  makes the  most  sense  

iven  conditions and  forecasts.  

ith chains  on  buses,  shouldn’t 

e  be  able  to  have  school  more  

ften? Two-thirds  of  our  buses have  

hains,  and  drivers do  use  them,  but  

ften  they are  not  enough of  an  aid  to  

ut  drivers on  the  road  safely.  Our  buses 

outinely  do  “work-arounds”  for  poor  

oad  conditions and  closures,   but  there  

ill  be  days when  these  options are  

imply not  enough for  safety’s sake.  

ther  drivers –  students,  parents,  staff  –  

ust  also  be  factored  into  the  decision.  

nce  a weather  event ends,  why  

on’t students  return  as  quickly as   

e  might expect?  Once  snowfall  ends,  

chool parking lots,  bus loops and  

idewalks must  be  cleared.  School 

ustodians are  required  to  clear  the  

idewalks;  however,  the  County,  rather  

an  the  school  division,  is responsible  

r  clearing all  the  bus loops and  parking 

ts,  which requires at  least  eight  hours.  
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